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ABSTRACT  

The tradition of distributing Apem Ya Qowiyyu in Jatinom, Klaten, is a religious 

cultural ritual that has been passed down through generations and has a strong 

social appeal for the community. This study aims to understand the symbolic 

meaning and religious values contained within this tradition, as well as to explore 

how the community interprets and preserves this ritual in their daily lives. Using a 

qualitative approach, data was obtained from in-depth interviews, non-participant 

observation, and archival documentation. The results show that apem is not only 

understood as a symbol of charity and sharing, but also represents spiritual 

strengthening derived from the teachings of Ki Ageng Gribig, particularly through 

the tradition of "Ya Qowiyyu," which is interpreted as a prayer for strength and 

safety. This tradition displays a blend of Islamic teachings and local culture, 

reflecting the harmonious process of acculturation in the practices of diverse 

Javanese society. This research is expected to contribute to lectures on cultural 

communication, particularly regarding the dynamics of local religious 

communities. 

Keywords: Distribution of Apem, Symbolic Meaning, Religious Values, Tradition, 

Interpretation 
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 ABSTRAK   

Tradisi sebaran Apem Ya Qowiyyu di Jatinom Klaten, merupakan salah satu ritual 

budaya keagamaan yang telah berlangsung secara turun- temurun dan memiliki 

daya tarik sosial yang kuat bagi masyarakat. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

memahami makna simbolik dan nilai- nilai agama yang terkandung dalam tradisi 

tersebut, serta menggali bagaimana masyarakat menafsirkan dan melestarikan ritual 

ini dalam kehiduapn sehari- hari. Menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif, data 

diperoleh dari wawancara mendalam, observasi non partisipan, dan dokumentasi 

arsip. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa apem tidak hanya dipahami sebagai 

simbol sedekah dan berbagi, tetapi representasi penguatan spiritual yang berasal 

dari ajaran Ki Ageng Gribig, khususnya melalu tradisi ‘Ya Qowiyyu” yang 

dimaknai sebagai doa memohon kekuatan dan keselamatan. Tradisi ini juga 

memperlihatkan perpaduan antara ajaran Islam dan budaya lokal, mencerminkan 

proses akulturasi yang harmonis dalam praktik keberagaman masyarakat Jawa. 

Penelitian ini diharapkan dapat memberikan kontribusi pada kajian komunikasi 

budaya, khusunya terkait dinamika religius masyarakat lokal. 

Kata Kunci: Sebaran Apem, Makna Simbolik, Nilai Agama, Tradisi, Interpretasi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


