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ABSTRACT 
 

The issue of toxic masculinity representation in the media, especially in 

films, cannot be separated from the practice of romanticizing violence. Violence in 

relationships is often portrayed in a biased manner, masked behind narratives of 

love and masculine charm. This study focuses on analyzing the representation of 

toxic masculinity in the film It Ends With Us. It uses a qualitative approach and 

descriptive narrative analysis, with Roland Barthes' semiotic method supported by 

Nick Lacey's narrative structure and Vladimir Propp's character function as a 

scalpel. The theoretical framework is based on Stuart Hall's concept of 

representation and Terry A. Kupers' definition of toxic masculinity as a conceptual 

foundation. The research findings indicate that toxic masculinity manifests itself in 

a cycle of violence, ranging from emotional repression and psychological 

manipulation to physical attacks that are often covered up by the perpetrator's 

charisma and past trauma. This study also shows that the patriarchy's dominance 

in this film successfully deconstructs victim stereotypes by positioning women as 

active agents capable of breaking the cycle of violence and rejecting patriarchal 

dominance, which is often misinterpreted as a form of deep love. 

Keywords: Representation, Toxic Masculinity, It Ends With Us, Semiotics, 

Domestic Violence 
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INTISARI 
 

Persoalan mengenai representasi toxic masculinity dalam media terutama 

pada perfilman tidak terlepas dari praktik romantisasi kekerasan. Kekerasan dalam 

hubungan seringkali ditayangkan secara bias, yakni tersamarkan dibalik narasi cinta 

dan pesona maskulinitas. Penelitian ini berfokus pada analisis representasi toxic 

masculinity dalam film It Ends With Us. Melalui pendekatan kualitatif dan metode 

analisis naratif deskriptif, dengan metode semiotika dari Roland Barthes yang 

didukung oleh struktur narasi Nick Lacey, serta fungsi karakter Vladimir Propp 

sebagai pisau bedah. Kerangka teori didasarkan pada konsep representasi Stuart 

Hall dan definisi toxic masculinity dari Terry A. Kupers sebagai landasan 

konseptual. Temuan riset mengindikasikan bahwa toxic masculinity bermanifestasi 

dalam siklus kekerasan, mulai dari represi emosi dan manipulasi psikologis hingga 

serangan fisik yang kerap ditutupi oleh topeng karisma dan trauma masa lalu 

pelaku. Penelitian ini juga menunjukkan bahwa dominasi patriarki dalam film ini 

berhasil mendekonstruksi stereotip korban dengan menempatkan perempuan 

sebagai agen aktif yang mampu memutus rantai kekerasan (breaking the cycle) serta 

menolak dominasi patriarki yang sering disalahartikan sebagai wujud cinta 

mendalam. 

Kata Kunci : Representasi, Toxic Masculinity, It Ends With Us, Semiotika, 

Kekerasan Domestik


