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SUMMARY 

The development of digital technology has led to an increase in 

transnational cybercrime, including love scamming, which uses online platforms 

for financial fraud based on emotional manipulation. This crime is transnational in 

nature and poses a risk to digital economic stability and public trust. Therefore, the 

state's response is not only related to law enforcement but also reflects the process 

of institutional transformation in dealing with the dynamics of digital security.This 

study aims to compare the responses of Indonesia and Singapore in dealing with 

love scamming using the State Transformation theory and the Most Similar System 

Design (MSSD) approach. The data were analyzed qualitatively through ASEAN 

Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Crime policy documents, national 

regulations, and academic publications.The results show that despite being in the 

same regional framework, the two countries are taking different directions in their 

transformation. Singapore views love scamming as a systemic threat, thus 

undertaking a more centralized and proactive institutional restructuring. In 

contrast, Indonesia tends to respond gradually because the threat has not been fully 

constructed as a strategic risk. This study confirms that differences in response are 

determined by variations in threat perception and the direction of state 

transformation in each domestic context. 

Keywords: Love Scamming, State Transformation, ASEAN PoA, Indonesia, 

Singapore.  
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RINGKASAN 

Perkembangan teknologi digital mendorong peningkatan kejahatan siber 

lintas negara, termasuk love scamming yang memanfaatkan platform daring untuk 

penipuan finansial berbasis manipulasi emosional. Kejahatan ini bersifat 

transnasional dan menimbulkan risiko terhadap stabilitas ekonomi digital serta 

kepercayaan publik. Oleh karena itu, respons negara tidak hanya berkaitan dengan 

penegakan hukum, tetapi juga mencerminkan proses transformasi institusional 

dalam menghadapi dinamika keamanan digital.Penelitian ini bertujuan 

membandingkan respons Indonesia dan Singapura dalam menangani love 

scamming dengan menggunakan teori Transformasi Negara dan pendekatan Most 

Similar System Design (MSSD). Data dianalisis secara kualitatif melalui dokumen 

kebijakan regional ASEAN, regulasi nasional, dan publikasi akademik. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa meskipun berada dalam kerangka regional yang 

sama, kedua negara menunjukkan arah transformasi yang berbeda. Singapura 

memandang love scamming sebagai ancaman sistemik sehingga melakukan 

restrukturisasi kelembagaan yang lebih terpusat dan proaktif. Sebaliknya, Indonesia 

cenderung merespons secara gradual karena ancaman tersebut belum sepenuhnya 

dikonstruksikan sebagai risiko strategis. Penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa 

perbedaan respons ditentukan oleh variasi persepsi ancaman dan arah transformasi 

negara di masing-masing konteks domestik. 

Kata Kunci: Love scamming, Transformasi Negara, ASEAN PoA, Indonesia, 

Singapura.  
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