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SUMMARY

This research aims to analyze the gastrodiplomacy strategies implemented by the Yunus
Empre Institute (YEE) in Johannesburg, South Africa, during the 2022—2025 period as a soft
power instrument to strengthen nation branding and bilateral relations. Utilizing Juyang
Zhang’s gastrodiplomacy theoretical framework—which encompasses the dimensions of self-
image, message, Sstrategy, emotional appeal, and global competition—this descriptive
qualitative study dissects the transformation of cuisine into an effective medium for diplomatic
communication. The research findings indicate that through initiatives such as Turkish Cuisine
Week, collaborative cooking classes, and the integration of humanitarian and sustainability
campaigns (Zero Waste), YEE has successfully created an "affective infrastructure” that
supports the increase in bilateral trade volume to over $2 billion. Beyond the economic impact,
this strategy has facilitated high-level political coordination within the Joint Economic and
Trade Commission (JETCO) and the Bi-National Commission (BNC) forums, while
simultaneously strengthening mutual support in international forums such as the International
Court of Justice (ICJ). This represents a transition from event-based activities toward
institutionalization through plans to establish a permanent gastronomy school in 2025, which
will solidify Turkish cultural influence and streamline the achievement of track-one diplomacy
agendas by strengthening public legitimacy and goodwill in South Africa.
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RINGKASAN

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis strategi gastrodiplomasi yang
diimplementasikan oleh Yunus Emre Institute (YEE) di Johannesburg, Afrika Selatan, pada
periode 2022-2025 sebagai instrumen soft power untuk memperkuat nation branding dan
hubungan bilateral. Dengan menggunakan kerangka teori gastrodiplomasi Juyang Zhang yang
mencakup dimensi citra diri, pesan, strategi, ketertarikan emosional, dan kompetisi global,
penelitian kualitatif deskriptif ini membedah transformasi kuliner menjadi medium komunikasi
diplomatik yang efektif. Temuan penelitian menunjukkan bahwa melalui inisiatif seperti
Turkish Cuisine Week, kelas memasak kolaboratif, serta integrasi kampanye kemanusiaan dan
keberlanjutan (Zero Waste), YEE berhasil menciptakan "infrastruktur afektif" yang
mendukung peningkatan volume perdagangan bilateral hingga melampaui $2 miliar. Selain
dampak ekonomi, strategi ini memfasilitasi koordinasi politik tingkat tinggi dalam forum Joint
Economic and Trade Commission (JETCO) serta Bi-National Commission (BNC), sekaligus
memperkuat dukungan timbal balik di forum internasional seperti Mahkamah Internasional
(ICJ). Hal tersebut menjadi transisi dari kegiatan berbasis acara menuju institusionalisasi
melalui rencana pembangunan sekolah gastronomi permanen pada tahun 2025
mempermanenkan pengaruh budaya Turki, sehingga mempermudah pencapaian agenda
diplomasi jalur pertama melalui penguatan legitimasi dan goodwill publik di Afrika Selatan.
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